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Nature provides many emotional, spiritual and health benefits to residents of cities. Biophilia 

argues that we have co-evolved with nature, and that we have a deep need to affiliate with the 

natural world.  But how can that connection to nature happen in in an increasingly urbanized 

world? And what are the other ways that cities can co-exist with, nurture and care for nature, 

both local and global? Beatley will argue that we need to shift towards a vision of biophilic 

cities, and will review some of the important ways in which cities can be thought to be biophilic. 

He will draw from the findings of his current research, especially the ongoing Biophilic Cities 

Project, and will describe some of things that emerging leaders and partner cities are already 

doing in this arena.  Beatley will survey the emerging practice of biophilic urbanism, as well as 

discuss future needs and likely future directions. The global Biophilic Cities Network was 

launched in October (2013) and Beatley will describe the goals and aspirations for this new 

network.  
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